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*Be sure you have an updated library card to access this website
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1. U.S. Census 
Records

2. Genealogy & 
Local History Books

7. Maps

3. Revolutionary 
War Records

пΦ CǊŜŜŘƳŀƴΩǎ 
Bank Records

5. Persi

6. U.S. Serial Set



1. U.S. Census Records (1790-1940)
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U.S. Federal Census Collection 
features the original images of 
every extant federal census in the 
United States, from 1790 through 
1940, with all recorded names 
indexed and made searchable. 
Additional schedules and special 
censuses,such as Mortality 
Schedules, Indian Census, Slave 
{ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ муфл ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 
Schedules are available for 
searching as well.



a. Census Search Tips

Å First & Middle Name and Last Name fields have exact matching 

options that will appear when data has been entered. 

ïThe fields allow for wildcards (*, ?) 

ïCan use two last names in the Last Name field.

Å Add Birth or Any Event Year and/or Location information.

Å Add Lived In location information. 

Å Exact matching options will appear for location fields on this search 

page when data is entered. 

Å Add Family Members information (Father, Mother, Sibling, Spouse, 

Child). 

Å Enter data in the Keyword field for additional specificity (occupation, 

religion, landmark, etc.) using ñdouble quotesò for phrase searching. 

Å Specify Gender. 

Å Specify Race/Nationality (e.g. Native American)

Å Click ñClear Searchò to empty the search fields and start a new 

search. 
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b. Using Wildcards in Census Searches
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Å If you want to search for names that differ only by one letter, use the 
question mark (?) wild card. A search forJohns?n will return 
both Johnsen and Johnson.

Å You can search alternate spellings with the asterisk *, which represents 
0 to 5 unknown characters. The query Johann* will search 
for Johann and Johannes. A query for Smel*er will search 
for Smeltzer and Smelzer, among others.

Å You can now put a wild card first, such as *son or ?athew to catch all 
spellings and variations.

Å Either the first or last character must be a non-wild card character. For 
example, Han* and *son are okay, but not *anso*.

Å Names must contain at least three non-wild card characters. For 
example, Ha*n is okay, but not Ha*

Å Example: If you type in Ann*, this will match names such as Ann, 
Anne, Anna, or Annabelle. And if you type in Ann?, this will match 
names such as Anne or Anna but not Ann or Annabelle. 



c. Using Keywords in Census Searches

Å As you go further into the past, you may notice that although the city 

in which your ancestor lived remains unchanged, the county or 

parish borders around the city may have shifted. Rather than 

entering the city in the Location field, try entering it as a 

keyword. If you know the street address of an ancestor, the best 

place to put this is in the keyword field.

Å You can use a combination of places and the keyword field to help 

find historical locations that have moved. For example, some 

counties originated in Virginia but later were in West Virginia, and 

some Parishes also moved from one county to another. Using 

different locations from the location field, select the state you 

want for the historical record.
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2. Genealogy and Local History Books
a. Search People

Å First & Middle Name and Last Name fields have exact matching options that will 

appear when field has data entered.

ï The fields do allow for wildcards (*, ?) 

Å Add Year and/or Location information in the Any Event field

ï Exact matching options will appear for the Location field when data is entered.
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Å Enter Keywordfor 

additional 

specificity 

(occupation, 

religion, landmark, 

ŜǘŎΦύ ǳǎƛƴƎ άŘƻǳōƭŜ 

ǉǳƻǘŜǎέ ŦƻǊ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ 

searching. 

Click ά/ƭŜŀǊ {ŜŀǊŎƘέ ǘƻ 

empty the search 

fields and start a new 

search.



People - Results
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a. Results: People
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Use this slider on 
the right of the 
image to make it 
larger or smaller. 



b. Publications 
(Family History Books)
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c. City Directories
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City Directories:

a. Six Things to Find in City Directories

1. Your Ancestor. And other family members.

2. Streets and maps

3. Churches and Clerics

4. Cemeteries

5. Advertisements

6. Historical Information
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In 1907 Robert N Ellis married to Mollie and lives at 107 Allen, Cleburne Texas


